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Organic and Fair-trade Cotton Secretariat (OFCS) Meeting organized

The first organic and fair-trade (OFCS) meeting in Maharashtra
was organized by C&A Foundation and Cotton Connect on 14"
June, 2017 at Aurangabad. ICAR-CICR Nagpur along with
State Agricultural Universities, Krishi Vigyan Kendras, Organic
farm operators, NGOs, ginners, multi-stakeholder initiatives
such as Organic Cotton Accelerator, Textile exchange, State
agricultural departments, private seed companies, etc
participated in the meeting. The Honourable Vice Chanceller
Dr. B. Venkateswarlu of VNMKYV, Parbhani highlighted about
the university’s commitment to support organic cultivation
specifically organic cotton production in the state. Dr. K. S.
Baig, Sr. Scientist, Cotton Research Station, Nanded and Dr.
A. Gore, Senior Scientist, VNMKV made presentation about
desi cotton development and their qualitative and quantative parameters with the stakeholders present.Dr. Saravanan,
M, Scientist (Plant Breeding), ICAR-CICR, Nagpur made a presentation on “Update on CICR major developments”. In
the meeting, opportunities and challenges of organic cotton production were elaborately discussed like availability of
non GM seed, differential price ceilings on Bt seeds v/s non Bt seed, premium pay out to farmers etc.

Meetings attended/ Training imparted/ Survey and surveillance

e Dr D. Monga, Head, ICAR-CICR Regional Station Sirsa, Dr O.P. Tuteja, Principal Scientist, Plant Breeding and Dr R.A.

Meena, Principal Scientist (Seed Tech) visited Panchkulaon 5" July and had a meeting with MD and staff members of

HSDC in their office to finalize the MOU for multiplication of seed of CICR Bt-6 variety recently released by CICR for
Haryana.

e Dr. R.A. Meena, Principal Scientist (Seed Tech), Dr S.K. Verma, Principal Scientist (Plant Breeding) and Dr Rishi Kumar,
Principal Scientist (Entomology) visited Central State Farm of National Seed Corporation at Hisar to monitor the seed
production program of arboreum cotton varieties released by ICAR-CICR RS Sirsa on 13 July,2017. The crop was in
excellent conditions and incidence of spotted bollworm was noticed. Application of deltamethrin @160ml/acre was
recommended to manage the pest. The rouging of off type plants was also suggested to the concerned in charge. During
the visit they also surveyed the farmers field locations for whitefly. The incidence of
whitefly was well below ETL at all the locations surveyed.

e Dr. Rishi Kumar, Principal Scientist, ICAR-CICR, Regional Station, Sirsa delivered a
lecture in a workshop organized on “Whitefly management in cotton “by United
Phosphorous Limited at Hotel Pearl Resort on 3rd July, 2017. 1000 farmers from 85
villages of Sirsa participated in the workshop. The workshop was addressed by
Scientists for CCSHAU, Hisar, KrishiVigyan Kendra, CCSHAU Sirsa .Dr Rishi Kumar
delivered a lecture on “Management of Whitefly in Cotton through use of Ecofriendly
Interventions and Safer Insecticides in this workshop

e Dr Rishi Kumar, Principal Scientist (Entomology) attended the 4" Interstate
Consultative Committee meeting on whitefly management held at Kheti Bhawan
Bathinda under the chairmanship of Dr B.S. Dhillon, Vice Chancellor, PAU,
Ludhiana., Director of Extension Education, PAU, Ludhiana, Dr Sukhdev Singh, JDA
Cotton, Punjab, Dr K. K. Dahiya, Principal Scientist Entomology , Dr. Omender
Sangwan, Cotton Breeder attended the meeting. Chief Agriculture Officers of all 8
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cotton growing Districts of Punjab presented information regarding survey and surveillance and other activities conducted in
Punjab. Dr Rishi Kumar presented the survey and surveillance report of entire zone with respect to whitefly.
e Dr. Rishi Kumar, Principal Scientist, ICAR-CICR, Regional Station, Sirsa delivered a lecture to the scouts of Trident Mills at

Bathinda on 18.07.2017 “Whitefly management in cotton
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