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The Cotton Technical Assistance Programme was initiated as
fulfilment of India’s commitment to Cotton-4 Countries at the WTO,
Geneva to provide cotton development assistance under the
auspices of the 2nd India- Africa Forum Summit (IAFS). Cotton
production technologies in these countries need up-gradation
especially with regard to mechanization. Therefore, based on the
felt needs of the recipient countries, three main implements viz.,
the vertical rotor planter, the inclined plate planter cum fertiliser
drill and the solar powered knapsack sprayer are being promoted
for use in the African nations.

A two-day hands-on training was organized at CICR, Nagpur on
9th and 10th Sept., 2016, for the delegates from recipient
countries on assembly, working and optimization of these
implements. Four participants Mr. Vodounnou Julus H. from
Benin, Mr. Walendom M’Beteamgar from Chad, Mr. Mohammed
Abu Baker from Nigeria and Mr. Chwa Lemi Felix from Uganda
attended the training programme.

Dr. Sandhya Kranthi, I/C Director briefed the participants about the
Institutional activities. Dr. Blaise Desouza, Head, Crop Production
and Training Co-ordinator gave an overview of this activity and
hoped that the agri-implements to be shared would benefit the
cotton growers in their respective countries. Er. Gautam
Majumdar, Sr. Scientist, Farm Machinery, and the Course Leader
of the programme gave a detailed presentation of the agri-
implements.

Detailed demonstration on hitching the planters to animals and
various adjustments needed to drop seeds at specified distances
and depths were carried out. Importance of calibrating the
equipment before commencement of the work was emphasized in
order to achieve highest efficiency of operation and optimization of
resources. Worked examples and field demonstration of
calibration of planters and sprayers were carried out to get hands
on learning in real life situations. After running the implements in
the field the test results of calibrated implements were confirmed
by the participants with that of test data shown to them earlier
during theory class. The participants took observations on the
seed dropping, seed to seed distance, depth of placement of seed
in soil, time taken to spray a given area of field, amount of
pesticide needed to put in a single spray tank in order to apply the
required pesticide per hectare, and then they were found to be in
accordance with the published test results of these implements.
Valuable feedback from the participants was also received with an
average rating of 9.25 on a scale of 10.00.
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CICR, RS, Sirsa Organises Farmers Meeting at village NezadelaKalan under MGMG
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One-day farmers training programme on IPM/IRM was organized
at ICAR- Central Institute for Cotton Research, Regional Station,
Sirsa on 02.09.2016. A total of 100 farmers selected under
Cotton Front Line Demonstrations on Integrated Pest
management- insecticides Resistance Management in Bt cotton
were trained in this training. The training was started with the
inaugural address given by Dr. D. Monga, Head. Dr. R.A Meena
delivered the lecture on crop production aspect, while

Dr. Rishi Kumar and Dr. SK Sain delivered the lecture topics on
IRM concept & cotton insect-pest management and cotton
disease management, respectively. Farmers from the adopted
villages under MeraGaonMeraGaurav and other villages like
RangdiKheda, Begu, Jhopra, NajadellaKalan, Alikan,
PanniwalaMota, Kanwarpura etc. attended day long
deliberations. The farmers were given input like YST, Neem Oil
0.03%, V.lecanii, Difenthuron and Trizophos for pest management
in Bt cotton demonstration plots. On-station demonstration visit
was organized by Dr. OP Tuteja and Dr SK Verma followed by an
interactive session at the end.
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