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Surveillance and Monitoring on whitefly and CLCuD by CICR Scientists in north zone

CICR, RS, Sirsa Scientists Drs. Surender Kumar Verma, Principal Scientist (Plant Breeding) and Rishi Kumar, Principal Scientist
(Entomology) conducted surveillance for whitefly in cotton in Punjab/Haryana areas from Dabwali- Bathinda- Jaito- Faridkot fields
on 3rd May, 2016. The population of whitefly was recorded on moongbean (1-2/3 leaves), cucurbits (1-2/leaf), chillies
(0-1/3leaves) and tomato (no whitefly). However a good number of whitefly was observed on jangli mirch weed host (1-4/3leaves).
Other team consisting Drs R.A. Meena, Principal Scientist, Seed technology and S.K. Sain, Senior Scientist Plant Pathology
conducted the surveillance and monitoring on 5th April 2016 on the route Sirsa-Dabwali-Malout-Abohar-Ganganagar-
Hanumangarh-Ellenabad-Sirsa covering the state Haryana, Punjab and Rajasthan. It was observed that the cotton sowing is still
not done in most of the area of Punjab due to delayed wheat harvesting but in few fields the field preparation is going on near
malout — Abohar. However, on the route from Ganganagar — Hanumangarh — Ellenabad - Sirsa the sowing of Desi cotton has
been done in the areas where the irrigation water was available and the crop is at germination stage (7-10 days) and no whitefly
incidence was recorded on the cotton. On the survey route, the whitefly incidence was recorded in few fields of vegetables
including tomato, brinjal, chilli, tomato, sponge gourd up to the level of 1-3/ leaf. In addition to low level of whitefly the occurrence
of beneficial insects like Coccinelids, Chrysoperla, spiders, were also observed in the vegetable fields. Dr O P Tuteja, Principal
Scientist, Crop Improvement on dated 07-05-2016 covered the villages Farwai Kalan, Bharokha, Baruwali of Sirsa District,
Haryana. At Baruwali only two plots of Desi and American cotton were observed. On desi cotton 1-2 whiteflies per 3 leaves were
observed, whereas no whitefly was observed on American cotton. At Farmai Kalan the cucurbits and okra fields were observed
and no whitefly incidence was seen. In Punjab village Jhanda khurd and Sardulgarh Area was visited. On moongbeen

1-2 whitefly/plant incidence was seen. Again during visits in Hanspur, Nagpur, Haroli aand Rattakhera villages of Ratia tehsil of
Haryana no cotton fields were observed as the sowing of the crop is going on. However, Okra and Jowar fields observed with
whitefly incidence. 1-2 whiteflies/plant were seen on Okra and no incidence on Jowar. In Fatehabad, Daryapur, Bhawadin,
Sangasandha, Darbi, Sikanderpur, Rasulpur and Ved wala villages no cotton fields were seen as the sowing is in progress.

No incidence of cotton leaf curl virus disease was noted at any of the locations in north zone.

Training Program on Cultivation of Desi Cotton

A training program on “Desi Kapus Lagwad Prashikshan Shibir” (Training Program on Cultivation of Desi Cotton) for farmers of four
districts was organized by ICAR-Central Institute for Cotton Research, Nagpur with the special help of Yuva Rural Association
(Y.R.A.) on 28.04.2016. Around 65 farmers from different villages of Nagpur, Wardha, Amravati and Bhandara districts of
Maharashtra attended the program. The function was chaired by Dr. K. R. Kranthi, Director, CICR, Nagpur while it was graced by
Shri. Datta Patil (Y.R.A.). Other participants Shri Padole (Neem Foundation), Dr. Baize Disuza, Head, Crop Protection, CICR,
Nagpur, Dr. R. B. Singandhupe, In-charge, KVK, CICR, Nagpur, Dr. Punit Mohan, Principal Scientist, Dr. V. Santhy, Senior
Scientist, Dr. Sunil Mahajan, Senior Scientist, Dr. Saravanan M, Scientist also attended the meet. Director, CICR elaborated the
importance of desi cotton in comparison with Bt cotton. He also emphasized the future demand and dependency of market for
surgical cotton. Shri. Datta Patil (Y.R.A.) shared his experience regarding how his organization has organized and monitored the
seed production of desi cotton, Phule Dhanwantari on farmer’s field, ginned and processed at CICR, Nagpur. Different farmers have
also exchanged their experiences based on the cultivation of desi surgical cotton var. Phule Dhanwantari in previous year.

They showed their willingness to grow the desi cotton in next season also. The farmers experienced that the cost of cultivation of
desi cotton is much less due to less use of inputs like pesticides and fertilizers as compared to the Bt cotton. ‘Package of Practices’
(PoP) of desi surgical cotton var. Phule Dhanwantari was presented by Dr. Sunil Mahajan through power point presentations and its
ready reckoner cards have also been distributed to the farmers. The 4 kg bag of quality seed of desi surgical cotton var. Phule
Dhanwantari for one acre to each farmer was also distributed on payment basis by the Yuva Rural Association.
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