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Hon’ble Union Minister for Agriculture, Government of India, Shri Radha Mohan 
Singh inaugurated the 23rd meeting of ICAR Regional Committee No.VII at Indira 
Gandhi Krishi Vishwavidyalaya (IGKV), Raipur on October 17, 2014. The meeting 
aimed to address the various emerging issues and problems of farming 
communities of Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra and Goa. The 
Inaugural session was chaired by Hon’ble Chief Minister, Government of 
Chhattisgarh, Dr. Raman Singh. Dr. S. K. Patil, Vice Chancellor, IGKV, Raipur 
welcomed the dignitaries. Shri Brij Mohan Agrawal, Hon’ble Minister for Agriculture, 
Veterinary, Fisheries and Water Resources, Government of Chhatisgarh, Sushri. 
Kusum Mehdele, Hon’ble Minister for Animal Husbandry, Horticulture and Food 
Processing, Government of Madhya Pradesh, Shri. Ramesh Bais, Hon’ble Member 
of Parliament, Raipur Lok Sabha, Shri. Devji Bhai Patel, Hon’ble MLA, Dharsiwa, 
Vidhan Sabha Chhattisgarh, Dr. S. Ayyappan, Secretary, DARE & DG, ICAR, DDGs, 
Dr. K.R. Kranthi, Director, Central Institute for Cotton Research, Nagpur and 
Member Secretary of the ICAR Regional Committee, Vice Chancellors of State 
Agricultural and Veterinary Universities located in the region VII, ADGs, Directors of 
different ICAR institutions, Agricultural Commissioners and Senior Government 
Officers from the State Departments, members representing ICAR Society & NGOs, 
Project Coordinators of AICRPs, Heads of Regional Stations, special guests and 
invitees were present at the occasion. Dr. M.V. Venugopalan, Head, PME Unit, Dr. K. 
P. Raghavendra, Scientist, Biotechnology, Dr. H.B. Santosh, Scientist, Plant 
Breeding, Dr. Mahendra Singh Yadav, Chief Technical Officer and Mrs. Vandana 
Satish, Program Assistant from CICR attended the meeting. Dr. R. B. 
Singhandhupe, i/c Head, KVK, Dr. Punit Mohan, Principal Scientist and Shri. S. S. 
Patil showcased the technologies developed by CICR in the exhibition. Speaking on 
the occasion, Dr. S. Ayyappan, Chairman of the Regional Committee expressed 
gratitude to Union Minister of Agriculture, Shri. Radha Mohan Singh for his presence 
in the ICAR Regional Committee meeting. He also briefed the dignitaries and 
audience about the major issues to be discussed in the meeting and lauded the 
contributions of the region towards national agricultural development and 
prosperity. Dr. Raman Singh, Hon’ble Chief Minister of Chhattisgarh during his 
presidential address lauded the contributions of farmers, ICAR, SAU’s, and KVK’s in 
agricultural development in the region. Hon’ble Union Minister of Agriculture 
emphasized the role of Regional Committee in agricultural development of region. 
He appreciated the efforts of National Agricultural Research System in sustaining 
food grains production through district-wise contingent plans in wake of deficit 
monsoon. He called for utilization of desi cattle breeds in animal breeding 
programmes to develop climate resilient cattle breeds while exhorting the 
researchers to be vigilant and realistic towards climate change. He urged all the 
researchers and administrators to explore the potentiality of inland fisheries and 
desi cattle breeds to achieve the higher fish and milk productivity, respectively. Many 
innovative farmers from the region were felicitated and a number of useful 
publications in the form of bulletins, CDs, books from ICAR institutes and SAUs were 
released during the occasion. Dr. K.R. Kranthi, Director, Central Institute for Cotton 
Research, Nagpur and Member Secretary of the ICAR Regional Committee – VII 
proposed the vote of thanks.
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As part of their curriculum, a batch of twelve M.Sc (Genetics and Plant breeding) students from Department of Botany, University 
of Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram visited CICR, Coimbatore on October 14, 2014.  The research work being carried out and 
achievements made by the institute were explained by Dr (Mrs) S. Usha Rani, Senior Scientist (Agricultural Extension). The 
students also visited the demonstrations and trials conducted at CICR, Coimbatore.  Dr. E.A. Siril and Dr. R. Rajalakshmi, 
Assistant Professor of Department of Botany, University of Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram accompanied the students.

The Scientific Advisory Committee meeting of MYRADA KVK, Erode district was attended by Dr. (Mrs.) S. Usha Rani, 
Senior Scientist (Agricultural Extension). 
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