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Krishi Vasant -2014, the country’s biggest ever
Agricultural Exposition was organised at
Central Institute for Cotton Research, Nagpur to
celebrate farmers’ great contribution to our
economy from 9th-13th February 2014 by the
joint efforts of Govt. of India and Govt. of
Maharashtra with CIl as the strategic partner.
The event also marked the centenary
celebrations of Late Shri. Vasant Rao Naik, EX.
Chief Minister of Maharashtra who played a
major role in agricultural reforms in Maharashtra
during the green revolution era. Honourable
President of India, Shri. Pranab Mukherjee
inaugurated the Krishi Vasant on 9th February,
2013. In his inaugural address, the President
lauded the new dimension and new direction
provided to Indian farming in the last ten years,
which has seen the country achieving food
security and becoming a top exporter of food
grains. Mr. Sharad Pawar, Minister of
Agriculture and Food Processing Industries,
Government of India; Dr. S. Ayyappan,
Secretary (DARE) & Director General (ICAR),
Mr. K Sankaranarayanan, Governor,
Maharashtra, Mr. Prithviraj Chavan, Chief
Minister, Maharshtra; Mr. Ashish Bahuguna,
Secretary, DAC; Mr. Anil Deshmukh, Minister of
Food, Civil Supplies and Consumer Protection,
Government of Maharashtra; Mr. Ajit Pawar,
Deputy Chief Minister, Maharashtra; Mr. Praful
Patel, Minister of Heavy Industries & Public
Enterprises, Government of India; Mr.
Radhakrishna Vikhe Patil, Minister of
Agriculture and Marketing, Government of
Maharashtra; Mr. Shivajirao Moghe, Guardian
Minister of Nagpur; Mr. S. Gopalakrishnan,
President, CIl were present at the inaugural
function. Dr. S. Ayyapan, Secretary (DARE) and
Director General (ICAR) proposed the vote of

thanks.
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PUBLICATION

Live crop Demonstrations encompassing 321 varieties of 56
crops on 10ha area were put up, an event of unprecedented
proportions, at CICR, Nagpur. These included vegetable,
fodder, fiber, oilseed, cereal as well as horticultural crops.
Around 78 ICAR institutes/Universities along with 8 Zonal
Project Directorates and private companies from the country
exhibited their innovative findings for the benefit of the
farmers. There were separate stalls for exhibiting different
breeds of livestock. Farmers’ technology schools were
organised by CICR under the guidance of Dr. K. R. Kranthi,
Director, CICR, to educate and train the farmers in various
aspects of farming and around 20,000 farmers had been
trained during the event. CICR had put up 5 stalls (3on

behalf of the institute, 2 on behalf of the Ministry of Agriculture) for exhibiting the technologies of the institute. Theme
specific conferences, cultural events, skit shows, quiz shows and kisan ghoshthies were part of the event. Farmers were
given direct access to latest technologies. Success stories of farmers were highlighted during the Krishi Vasant to
encourage the farmers to adopt the latest innovative technologies. More than eight lakh people visited the event from
various parts of the country which included seven lakh and eighty four thousand registered farmers.. An Award Ceremony
was organised on the concluding day of the event.
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SCIENTIFIC TALKS

Dr. D. Kanjana, Scientist (Soil Science), CICR Regional Station Coimbatore made a presentation on “Nanotechnology in
Agriculture — an overview” on February 10, 2014 as a part of Weekly Seminar. The topic covered concepts of
nanotechnology, purpose, natural and manmade nanoscale level things, synthesis and characterization of nanoparticles,
pioneers work on nanotechnology and applications of nanotechnology in agriculture. In her presentation she highlighted
the usage of nanomaterials like smart delivery system, carbon nanotube, nano barcode, quantum dots and nanobiosensor
in various divisions of agriculture. Atomically modified organism was derived in Thailand by using nanotechnology, in
which Nitrogen atom was shot through the cell wall for stimulating the rearrangement of DNA structure. Mesoporous silica
nanoparticle and carbon nanotube were also used by researchers to transfer the DNA gene and to sequence the DNA
respectively. In seed management program, nanobarcode, nanobiosensor, quantum dots and nanometal coating of seed
to protect the seed from diseases and pathogen, separate the unviable and infected seed and maintain the genetic purity
during seed production etc. First nano fertilizer was produced in Iran by using organic iron chelated fertilizer samples.
Through smart delivery system, zeolite, aluminosilicate and honey comb like structure clay mineral is being used to deliver
the nutrients in controlled manner. Nanobased diagnosic kit was developed particularly to detect the exact strain of virus
and stage of application to control the virus. Through smart delivery system, pesticides are applied in controlled manner to
the specifically targeted site via the process of nanoencapsulation, nanoformulation, hanoemulsion and nanolamination.
Usage of iron nanopatrticles in environmental remediation and electrospinning process to recycle the agricultural waste
particularly cotton were also covered in this topic.

Dr. S.E.S.A. Khader, Principal Scientist (Plant Physiology) CICR Regional Station Coimbatore delivered a talk on
“Inconvenient facts about Global Warming” on February 15, 2014. Keeping in view of the rapid increase in CO2
concentration in the atmosphere along with other greenhouse gases like N20 and methane, an urgent need to adopt
effective measures for mitigating the climate change is warranted. For instance, the concentration of CO2 in the
atmosphere has increased from 285 ppm (pre-industrial revolution) to 390 ppm in 2008 and continues to increase at the
rate of 1.5 ppm per year. Ways to mitigate the climate change problem was elaborated like Carbon sequestration,
cropping systems, judicial use of fertilizers etc. For easy standing a documentary film on global warming “An Inconvenient
Truth” produced by Mr. Al Gore was screened..

Issue : 2, Volume :2, February 9-15, 2014




CICR IN'PRESS

Source: http://www.krishivasant.in/presscoverage.html
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